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manner which no one would regret more than yourself," the Kaiser
immediately wrote.begging that the Prince would come and promising
him a cordial reception. The Prince went, and nothing untoward
happened. The civilities were all that could be desired ; speakers
were found to, praise the British Army in the Reichstag and some
newspapers even echoed these compliments.
There was now a lull in the storm and various efforts were made
to ease a situation which the official world on both sides had begun
to think too dangerous. Lord Roberts, the British Commander-in-
Chief, and Brodrick, the Secretary for War, attended the German
manoeuvres in the autumn of 1902, and a litde later the Kaiser visited
the King at Sandringham, stayed with Lord Lonsdale at Lowther
Castle, and called on Lord Rosebery at Dalmeny. The results were
not encouraging. When it was announced that political consequences
were, likely to follow from the Kaiser's visit, English newspapers of
all parties broke out into protests and exhorted the Government not
to fall again under the German yoke. There was little fear of it if
we may judge from the account which the Kaiser wrote to Biilow
of an interview he had with Chamberlain at Sandringham. The
British Minister, he reported, was bitterly incensed with Biilow and
German Ministers for the manner in which he supposed himself to
have been duped, and judged the whole of German policy from that
point of view. Directly or indirectly he was inciting the Press to
attack Germany and using his influence for that purpose. The
Government was dancing to his piping and dared do nothing without
him or against him.1 Such being the circumstances, there was no tiling
to be done about them at the moment. The Kaiser advised caution.,
" Here they have thirty-three battleships in commission, and we eight.,
In the year 1905 England will have 196 new battleships, cruisers, and,
battle-cruisers ready to put into commission to our 46."
Worse was to follow. When, the Kaiser left Sandringham he believed
himself to have received an assurance from King Edward that the
British Government, would act with the German in putting pressure
upon Venezuela, which under her notorious President, Castro, was.
again giving trouble to foreign residents.   On December 7, 1902, it
was announced that British, German and Italian warships were engaged;
1 G.P., XVII, pp. 115-16.
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